April - June 2022

THE RETURN OF WINTER FUN

A LOT OF FUN FOR EVERYONE AND
SOME CLOWNIG AROUND TOO!
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Naja Shrine is truly a shining example of a temple dedicated to having fun, engaging with the community, and supporting our philanthropy and patients. Since the first of the year, Diana and I have
had many opportunities to engage with the nobility of Naja, as well
as nobles and temples from the Midwest Shrine Association (MSA).
And while Naja may not be the biggest temple in the MSA, the heart
of this temple is one of the largest!
There seems to be something always going on at Naja Shrine, and

Nobles Receive Anni- 14 much of that is out in the community. So far this year, Naja has hosted the East-West Shrine Bowl Tailgate Parversary Lodge Pins
ty, held two outreach clinics, worked at the Outdoor Expo, celebrated the Super Bowl and Mardi Gras at the

Shrine Center, put on an Indoor Ice Fishing Tournament in Quinn, helped with the 16th Annual Nemo Outhouse
Races, went snowmobile riding in the northern hills, and hosted another Sip n’ Shop at the Shrine Center. Almost
all of these events were open to the public or held in the public, thus promoting our fraternity to the community.
Naja was also well represented this year at the East-West Shrine Bowl in Las Vegas, NV, supporting one of four Shriners International sporting events
held every year. Diana and I plan to attend several in 2022 to have some fun and represent Naja Shrine. The big event, that we hope many of you
can join us on, will be held the first weekend of October at the Shriners Children’s Open, again in Las Vegas. We attended this event last year, and
had so much fun, we plan to attend again in 2022. Naja Shrine was also well represented this year at the Winter MSA Session in Green Bay, WI. We
had opportunities to connect with our Canadian Nobles, whom we have not seen in nearly 2 years, as well as attend important meetings addressing
Imperial issues, MSA planning, fundraising, and temple operations.
A solum moment every year at Winter Session is the recognition of those Nobles we lost in the previous year to the Black Camel. This past year,
Naja lost 19 nobles, and while that is too many, there were other temples who lost well over 50 of their nobles. We can see that so far this year since
January 1st, Naja has lost five of our Nobels. Every minute we get to spend with each other, having fun and helping others, is a blessing we don’t
always appreciate. Let’s keep the families of those who we have lost in our prayers, let’s appreciate the time we all get to spend together, and let’s
continue to make a difference in the lives of those children who need our help. Our cause is a just and noble one, and Naja Temple impacts more
lives (our own and others who we help) than we realize.
Fraternally yours,

On Front Cover: (Top) Members of the Old
McDonald Brigade, Divan, and visitors
from El Riad to the Ice Fishing Tournament. (Bottom) Some clowning around at
the Nemo Outhouse Races.

Rick Holloway, Potentate 2022

Every year Naja Shrine hosts
an Easter Egg Hunt for the
kids. All are invited to attend,
so bring your children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren to this fun event.

There will also be food for all to
enjoy. So come down from 11
to 1 on Saturday, April 16th.
RSVP to the office, so we
know how many to prepare
for.

This year, Phil Baker returns
with his fun and kid-friendly
music and show. There will
also be a petting zoo for the
kids to enjoy, games to play,
and of course lots of Easter
Eggs to find.

If you would like to help stuff
eggs, call Diana Holloway at
605-390-7917.
We hope to see a bunch of kids,
Nobles and Ladies for a fun
Spring Easter Egg Hunt!
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Shrine Center - Rapid City
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Lady Diana’s Program
And a Note From Someone Special
A Meeting of Chance or Devine Intervention?
In mid January, I met with Frances, the Director of the Aquatics Department of the Rapid City YMCA. I talked with her
about Naja Shriners Kids Camp Program and YMCA partnering to create swimming lessons for our patients. Included in
this meeting was noble Yancey Smith who also works in the aquatic department at the YMCA. We spoke about how
kids camps would like to incorporate swimming lessons through out the year and how we together could facilitate this
right here in the Black Hills. The YMCA received some grant money that could train their staff and kids camp would pay
for the lessons. A few weeks later we had a plan put together and started sending out information to patients to see
about interest in this new program. The first class was scheduled for March 7th and we had 9 patients ready to participate. But a few weeks before the class was to start, I received an email from Frances with a story that I want to share.
She writes: “I believe that sometimes people cross paths, have certain conversations or meet by chance for reasons that one day become apparent.
I have known of the Shriners for years, some of my knowledge was as a child going to the circus! Some of my knowledge has been knowing families
that the Shriners has helped and hearing that Shriners do good things. I have a friend whose daughter was recommend to Shriners years ago for an
extreme underbite/jaw deformity issue. Once Shriners took her into their fold it was truly amazing. Amazing to watch her transform both physically
and emotionally. The confidence and happiness that took over that introvert and sad girl is still amazing to me. I knew what they did for my friend’s
daughter so many years ago, but it is so much more than I knew I think. I knew that this girl had all her medical covered and she was able to bring
along one adult that was also paid for, and EVERY procedure was paid for. Mental and physical therapy – the entire shebang! But I thought the
process was pretty intense to get “in” and get the help.
So a few weeks ago we 3 met to discuss Shriners sponsoring swim lessons for some of their kids. During the meeting one of you mentioned cleft
pallets as a condition of some of your kids. It was just a passing comment and nothing we even stopped to discuss. Tonight I have to ask… was this
a chance meeting? A chance comment? Devine intervention??
Two weeks later I was talking with my son’s girlfriend. She had just come back from a long trip to SF, with her mom, where they had brought her 1
year old nephew for a surgery for his cleft pallet. She was happy with the surgery and discussing the long drive the expense of the trip but how glad
they were that he had this first surgery. She then said that she and her mom were discussing how they could afford the next surgery – and the other
“rehab” things to help this little Angel! Even to a point that she might try to maybe work extra and save money each month so when he is older they
could hope to have the cosmetic type things repaired. I said “Mariah, you should call the Shriners! ”. I said, “I have no idea how to get a child recommended to be a Shriner kid, and what qualifies them, but I remember hearing that cleft pallet is one of the things they help families with”. “They might
help with that surgery he needs at 8 years old or with other things leading up to, but it cannot hurt to ask”. I know this boy is on SSI and is currently
being raised by grandma but maybe Shriners can help. I also told her that if she is told that the child needs a recommendation from a Shriner, let me
know because I know some people. She said she had never thought of that but would give them a call. That was literally 6 days ago!!
So tonight she told me a story that made me cry. Diana literally I am in awe and so humbled by your organization and what they do to help others. I
have a new found respect and support for Shriners. Was that meeting 2 weeks ago a chance encounter? A chance comment? Or Devine intervention?
Mirah said that she did in fact call the Shriners to inquire on help for her nephew. They called her the next day and by the end of that day, they had
booked him on a trip to Chicago in April and will evaluate and start his plan of care! They would have taken him sooner but the family can’t take any
more time off right now as they need to accrue some PTO again. We were sitting at a table at my church and every lady around that table was just
stunned with the information of how this person from Shriners told Mariah “no worries, he is now part of
our Shriners family, we will take good care of him. We will help him physically and mentally – and yes
even the cosmetic type things are taken care of – it is all important. Not one of us could believe how fast
and easy it was for her to get him help! The only regret she has now is that we did not think of this before his last surgery that having the specialists from Shriners for every surgery would be more of an
assurance that he can have the best hope of correction and normalcy.
Anyway this is a long email but I felt it necessary to share the story. Diana, I had no idea! I said to this
group of ladies, hearing this story gives me a new found level of respect and support for the Shriners
and I know I will be more apt to donate to them in the future. WE hear so much from groups that say
they help but in fact the help is full of Red tape – and this help from Shriners was more like a “ticker tape
parade” .
Again, I am humbled, and grateful and I extend my sincerest gratitude. I have decided that the meeting
was not by chance, the comment was not by chance, but it was all Devine Intervention to help this little
boy!! Thank you to you and to All Shriners.”
I know that was long story, but every time I re-read this email I feel so honored that this program is making a difference. Thank you so much to everyone who helps the Kids Camp Program with time and
donations. Just to top off this story - one of the YMCA instructors for our kids camp swimming is also a
Shriner Kid!!!!
Illustrious Sir Rick and Lady Diana with some of the Kids Camp
Swimmers at the YMCA.
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Naja again helped make the Outdoor Expo a success by providing
security through the Provost Unit
and man - and lady - power at the
gates. This year was a bit different in that we did not have to take
money from the public as they
entered. We only checked for
wrist bands or applied them if they
had tickets.
Crowds this year were strong, and
with the expansion of the Expo
into the Summit Arena, many
spent a considerable amount of
time at the event.

Outdoor Expo
At the Monument - February 11th - 13th.

Right: Illustrious Sir Rick with Noble Bill Kinder and his
Lady Carrie. Bill is a member of El Riad and Naja.

Working the Outdoor Expo earns
your unit Capital Improvement
Funds (a check at the end of the
year) and is a great way to earn
money for your unit.

Left: Chief Rabban and Lady
Diane exploring some campers
in the Summit Arena.
Above: Illustrious Sir Rick Holloway and Lady Kathy Counselor
taking tickets.
Right: Campers in the new
Summit Arena.
Governor Noem with the winners of the custom Motorcycle and
painting. Can you spot the Naja people in the crowd?

Cowboy Meeting Feb 19th, Bullwhackers
Saloon, Whitewood, SD.

Naja Unit Meetings and
Fun
Brewers Meeting Feb 5th, Woodland Republic Brewing, Rapid City, SD.

Black Hills Shrine Club
Feb 16th, Minerva's,
Rapid City, SD.

From right to left: Scott and Diane Sharp, Kip and Kristi Wagner, Keith
and Julie Hanson, Mike and Charline Stirling, Casey and Thia Derflinger,
Eric and Sheri Fischer, Rick and Diana Holloway.

Rick with Ladies
Thia and Diana.
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Right to left: Sean Holloway, Steve Hendrickson, Kip Wagner, Ray
Leeman, Chuck Counselor, Brian Fischer, and Jeff Schroeder. Not
pictured: Mark Hetrick, Rick Holloway, and Kris DeGeest.

Right to left: Diana Holloway, Lesa and
Brian Fischer, Bryant Stokes, Nolan and
Deb Froke, Diane and Scott Sharp and
Carrie and Bill Kinder.
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Join Illustrious Sir Rick Holloway and Lady Diana

Naja Ultimate Dominican Republic Escape
All Inclusive Beach Resort in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
Departing November 13th, 2022,
returning November 21st, 2022.
9 days/8 nights (including airfare
from Rapid City, SD).
Located on Bavaro Beach… one
of the Islands most beautiful
beaches!

What’s Included?
We want our clients to live a magical experience between wonderful turquoise waters and
the fine white sand of our paradisiacal beaches . Imagine the most spectacular sunsets, a
wonderful tropical climate, the most absolute
calm... and let yourself be seduced by the
charm of our resorts. Enjoy your vacation on
the beachfront with a unique service!

Round Trip Flights from Rapid
City
1 Overnight in Atlanta
7 Nights at the Resort
All inclusive meals, alcohol, beverages
and gratuities at the Resort
Exclusive Club access
1 Cocktail Party for our group

11 bars located in different areas of the hotel
3 additional bars for Mirage Club clients
8 restaurants 6 of them a la carte, unlimited
visits
24-hour sports bar service at the hotel (Drafts Drinks & Grill)

BOOK NOW!
Call ABS Travel: 1-888-788-6777

Total number of Pools throughout the complex
(12) with (4) Swim Up bars.

$750 Deposit at booking

24/7 room service

Balance due July 31, 2022

Unlimited Green Fees included.
Live music at the plaza bar every night
And so much more……...

One Bedroom Suite

Three Room Options

Swim Up Suite

Don’t forget your passport and
your sunscreen!

Ocean View Suite

$2,895/pp double occupancy

$3,095/pp double occupancy

$3,295/pp double occupancy

1000 sq/ft, 1king or 2 double beds

1000 sq/ft, a King bed or 2 Queen beds

1000 sq/ft, a King bed or 2 Queen beds

24/7 room service, butler, balcony

Same amenities as one bedroom Suite
Plus - Swim up to Room!

Same amenities as one Bedroom Suite

Direct access to pool from room

Ocean View!

Outdoor Jacuzzi, shower, AC, TV
Coffee maker, Minibar Replaced Daily
Safe, Free WiFi

Plus

Terrace & Private Garden

5

NajaShriners.com

Naja Shrine Circus
Mark your Calendar
Plan to Help at This Fun Event
Bring Your Kids and Grandkids

NajaShriners.com
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Naja attends the East West Shrine
Bowl in Las Vegas!

Potentate Rick Holloway and Chief Rabban Scott
Sharp.

For the past three years, Naja has
hosted an East/West Shrine Bowl
tailgate party in Rapid City as a
way to fundraise for the temple,
have some fun with a cornhole
tournament and chili tasting, and
have a presence in the community.
This year, we held the tailgate
party a few weeks before the game
because many on the Divan made
plans to attend the game live this
year.

This year’s East West Shrine Bowl
was held in Las Vegas, NV, at
Allegiant Stadium - home of the
Las Vegas Raiders. The game
moved from Tampa, FL. to Las
Vegas primarily, to follow the NFL
Pro Bowl which was held the
several days after the East
West Shrine Bowl.
The East West Shrine Bowl
is one of the four sporting
events Shriners Children’s
sponsors each year. Along
with the Shriners Children's
College Classic baseball
tournament, Shriners Children’s Open, and the
Charleston Classic Basketball Tournament, the East West
Shrine Bowl helps Shriners International promote and showcase our
philanthropy.

Players like Gale Sayers, Tom
Brady, John Elway, Allan Page,
Dick Butkus, Brett Favre, Gino
Marchetti and Walter Payton, along
with coaches Don Shula, Dick
Vermeil, Paul “Bear” Bryant and
Jerry Glanville, to name a few,
have supported the East-West
Shrine Bowl.
The idea of attending the East
West Shrine Bowl in person came
from attending the Shriners Children’s Open in Las Vegas last fall.
Rick and Diana Holloway were
researching ways to promote the
tailgate party with members of the
Imperial Staff and found they were
selling discounted tickets to the
event.
With an opportunity to obtain premier seating and inexpensive lodging
and travel, they and members of
the 2022 Divan purchased tickets
to attend the game. This was also
a great opportunity to network with
each other, as well as Noble and
Ladies from around the country as
they kicked off 2022.

Potentate Rick Holloway with some El Zagal
Provost at the game.

Tickets to attend the game
were also raffled off at the
East West Shrine Bowl tailgate party, and the winners attended the game with the Naja delegation.
This year, Naja plans to return to the Shriners
Children’s Open in Las
Vegas, October 3rd
through the 9th.
Watch for more information in the SNAP and
future editions of the
Nugget for details on
attending. If you are a
fan of golf, enjoy the fun
of Las Vegas, or just
want to get away for
some amazing weather
in October, mark your
calendar and plan to
attend with Rick and Diana
and the Naja Golf Unit.

Scott Sharp and his Lady Diane.

The East West Bowl is the longest
running college all-star football
game in the nation. The East West
Shrine Bowl is an important part of
America’s football tradition, giving
top college players a chance to
showcase their talents to NFL
scouts and a national television
audience.
For more than 90 years, some of
football’s greatest athletes and
coaches have contributed to the
tradition of the East West Shrine
Bowl.

Naja representing on game day! From
left to right - (back): Christina Cole,
Scott and Diane Sharp, Jeff and Pam
VanCuren, Lisa and Bryan Fischer, Tom
Doyle - (middle): Lisa and Joel Stephens, Teresa Stokes, Sheri and Eric
Fischer, Bryant Stokes - (front): Rick
and Diana Holloway, and Lori Doyle.

Naja family breakfast.
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Potentate Rick Holloway with Imperial
First Lady Debby Bailey.

Eric Fischer meeting some new
friends on the Vegas Strip.
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Divan Meetings:

Come Join Us!

•
4091 Sturgis Road
Rapid City, SD
57702

April 13th Finance Meeting, Deadwood @ 4:30; Stated
Meeting, Deadwood @ 7:00.

•

Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
Email: someone@example.com

May 11th Finance and Regular Meeting, Shrine Center,
Rapid City @ 6:30.

•

June 8th Finance and Regular Meeting, Shrine Center,
Rapid City @ 6:30.

MSA Winter Session
Green Bay, WI
It has been 2 years since the Midwest Shrine Association (MSA) has
held a Winter Session. The last
occurred in Regina, SK, Canada, in
February 2020, right before the
breakout of Covid-19. In Green
Bay this year, the delegation from
Naja attended meetings focusing
on temple finances, insurance,
fundraising, and membership.
Winter Session is also a time to
meet with Divan counterparts.
The Summer Session of MSA will
be held August 17th through the
20th in Green Bay with a carnival,
golf, shooting competition, and unit
competitions planned. To check
out all the fun and activities
planned for Summer Session, click
on the link below or go to:

Naja’s MSA Delegation from left to right: Shane Talbot, Mitch Kammerer, Jeff VanCuren, Howard Mehringer, Joel Stephens, Rick Holloway, Keith Hanson, Scott Sharp, Eric
Fischer, Bryan Fischer, Jed Kammerer, and Tim Rensch. Not pictured: Jeff Schroeder.

bejashriners.com/msa-2022

MSA 2022 | Beja Shriners

Session meetings.

Every year at Winter Session, a memorial is held to
honor those nobles we lost to the Black Camel in the
previous year. Naja lost 19 of our Nobles in 2021.
Potentates from all MSA temples removed their fez
and placed it on the memorial table during the ceremony.

Some were able to take a tour of Lambeau Field after the meetings.

NajaShriners.com

Imperial Sir Bill Baily taking the time to let Potentate Rick Holloway take a selfie.
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July Nugget
DEADLINE
June 15, 2022

PAST POTENTATE DINNER
January 29th Alex Johnson Hotel Ballroom
Over the course of Naja Shrine history, we have had over 125 Nobles
serve as Potentates for the Temple. Of those men, 27 are still with us
and enjoying the title of Past Potentate. Many temples, including Naja,
throughout Shrine hold annual dinners or other forms of recognition for
their Past Potentates.

Rick spoke to the group about how honored he was to have them
all together for an evening and how he and the Nobles of Naja
Shrine appreciate all of their work and dedication they have for the
Temple.
Rick also spoke to them about how they can continue to serve the
Temple, through their years of experience, knowledge, and leadership. There are many ways to improve our Temple, Rick said,
and they can all be a big part of making Naja better for the future.

In 2017, Past Potentate Tim Rensch held a dinner in recognition of all
prior Past Potentates, ringing a bell once for each who were no longer
with us. Naja also routinely recognizes it’s Past Potentates who attend
the Potentate’s Ball each year.

All who attended expressed their gratitude for the dinner and
event. All stated they would return next year, as well as those who
could not attend this year. Serving on the Divan for several years
and as Potentate for a year takes considerable time and dedication. The Past Potentate dinner helped
to send a big “Thank
You” to all who have
worked hard to make
Naja Shrine what it is
today.

This year, Illustrious Sir. Rick Holloway and his Lady Diana wanted to host
a formal dinner for Past Potentates and their Ladies. The event was held
at the Lincoln Ballroom of the Alex Johnson Hotel with a social hour, dinner, pictures, and lots of memories shared.
Out of the 27 Past
Potentates who are
still with us, 17 were
able to attend, including James Kelly,
PP 1984, and Don
Mattson, PP 1989.
Naja’s newest Past
Potentate, Keith
Hanson, also attended. Many had not
seen each other in
many years, and it
was a good time to
reminisce about their
years on the Divan,
as Potentate, and as
a Noble.

Left to Right—Front Row;
Floyd Rummel III, Dave
Jones, Wally Evans, Pat
Roberts, Jim Kelley, Don
Mattson, Alton Palmer,
Dean Cape.

Left to Right—Back Row;
Keith Hanson, Jr., Jack
Johnson, Kip Wagner, Jeff
Schroeder, Tim Rensch,
Dale Claymore, Steve
Hendrickson, Casey Derflinger, Mike Stirling.
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By Rick Holloway & Don Stover

16TH ANNUAL NEMO 500 OUTHOUSE RACES
AND

The smell of friendship, charity
and good spirts was in the air
with the 16th annual Nemo 500
outhouse races. The event was
held at the Nemo Guest Ranch
on an amazingly beautiful Saturday in late February.
Participants took part in a chili
cookoff, shovel races, and of
course, outhouse races. Three
different divisions rolled, slid,
and occasionally tumbled down
the track, with men’s, women’s,
and coed groups.
Racers, representing local
Black Hills businesses and
agencies, designed their outhouses any way they wanted,
and five-person teams raced
down the track. Evidently, conquering a quest in an outhouse
turns out to be much harder
than it looks.
“You race around the track, and
there’s a couple little obstacles
and some things you have to do
along the way, but it’s a lot of
fun,” says Rick Holloway, Potentate with Naja Shrine. “I did it
about 10 years ago, and I can
tell you it’s really hard. It’s very,
very hard to complete. It’s a lot
of fun, though.”

CHILI COOK-OFF
Paul Doering, a founding father of the outhouses races,
says it all started one night 16
years ago when a group was
sitting in a bar looking for
something to do in the winter
time.
They said the idea comes out
of Minnesota. The first year
they did it, they hardly had any
money and saw 150 people
and four teams.
Sixteen years later, the event
sees thousands of people and
four times the amount of
teams. “We have people that
show up from all over the
place. Like I said, it’s grown.
It’s on the internet. It’s on the
T.V. It’s everywhere.
Everybody knows
about it.”
This event helps
raise money for Naja
Shrine’s transportation fund, which
helps gets children
access to the medical care that they
need.

Potentate Rick Holloway with the official Patient Race Starter for 2022.
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Naja Clowns get ready to race and awaited the official start. The clowns were a big hit at the
race this year and plan to return next. They even challenged the El Riad Clowns to a race
next year.

Left: Racers line
up for the Snow
Shovel Races.
There were many
racers who all
received recognition for their athleticism. Every year,
kids get to participate in their own
races as part of the
Nemo 500 Outhouse Races.

Noble Roger Anderson and Rick Holloway with members of the El Riad Ski
Unit who happened to be in the Black Hills for the weekend, stopped to enjoy
the races and chili.
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16TH ANNUAL NEMO 500 OUTHOUSE RACES
AND
CHILI COOK-OFF
What a day it was! It started out at -8 degrees
but, quickly warmed to slushy snow temps.
The beautiful day encouraged Outhouse Race
fans to get out and enjoy the weather and of
course the races. But, we can't forget the Chili
Cook-off. This was our biggest and best year so
far! With 8 Shrine units and 12 non-shrine entrants cooking, our visitors consumed in excess
of 70 gallons of "rootin', tootin' chili! Approximately 700 cups and spoons were sold, so
many we ran out and had to scramble to resupply. This will not happen in 2023 as we expect an even bigger response and a larger supply of cups & spoons.
The final results were excellent and served to
nicely support our transportation fund. Two
events of note that helped support the cause
were: Smokey sold his Hillbilly Hat for $60.00! A
very generous visitor decided he liked it and
donated the money in exchange for the hat!
Tooo funny!
The other notable was the young daughter of
one of the chili entrants wanted to help by selling raffle tickets to the chili customers. The
result was she sold $350.00 in tickets before the
cook-off ended! What a thoughtful young lady.
We say, thank you Zarah for helping us
transport children to their medical needs. She
promised to help again next year.

Outer Guard Tom Doyle helping serve the Pote’s Chlii.

And can you guess the winners of the cook-off?
Our Shrine winner was none other than our
Illustrious Potentate, Sir Rick, yes, I have witnesses as to the honest ticket count! And for the
4th straight year, Dave and the crew from Cheyenne Crossing, who served up 10 gallons, took
home the first place championship.
Many thanks to all who supported the chili cookoff with your help and commitment. It couldn't
happen without you!

Top: Nobles Steve Lafswold of the Air Patrol and Roger Anderson
of the Provost selling raffle tickets .

Left: PP Kip and Kristi Wagner, Scott Sharp, Eric Fischer, Bryant
Stokes, Teresa Fischer, and Tom Doyle having some fun watching
the races.
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Naja Snowmobile Ride - 2022
For the 5th year in a row, the
Naja enjoyed a day on the snow
in the Northern Black Hills
thanks to the Past Potentate Kip
Wagner and his Lady Kristi.
Kip’s knowledge of the trail system and his ability to guide the
group through trails that he was
not even aware existed, led to a
wonderful day on the snow and
in the sun.

While the group thought they
were lost at one point, Kip’s
keen sense of direction, led
everyone out to lunch and some
of the tastiest burgers on the
snow.

Ladies Kristi Wagner and Diana
Holloway (above) and Julie
Hanson and Lesa Stevens (Left).

Naja snowmobilers from left to right: Lesa Stephens, Mary Stanton, Kel Brockel, Tom Stanton, Joel Stephens, Diana Holloway, Rick Holloway, Keith Hanson,
Julie Hanson, Kip Wagner, and Kristi Wagner.

If you have never gone on a
Naja Snowmobile Ride, try to
come out next winter. The trails
are beautiful and well groomed,
making this outdoor adventure
great for beginners or expert
snowmobilers.

Superbowl Party

The guys take a break from
riding (left). Rick and Diana
with Tom and Mary Stanton
(right).

For many years now, Naja has
hosted a Superbowl Party at the
Shrine Center. Each year attendees bring their favorite tailgate food to share, have cold
beer and beverages, place their
bets on quarterly and final
scores, and sometimes watch a
good game.
This year along with wonderful
friends and an amazing game,
everyone had a wonderful time
sharing a national event together.
1st Ceremonial Master Brian Cole and his Lady
Christina enjoying great tailgate food and fun.

This year Naja again hosted a
Mardi Gras Party at the Shrine
Center in Rapid City. Everyone
who attended dressed for the
occasion, and brought a little
New Orleans fair to share.

Mardi Gras

From Jambalaya, to Beef Po
Boys with Surry, and Bananas
Foster, there was more food
that everyone could eat.
Playing for the evening was the
Green Dolphin Band with songs
from the south, jazz, and downhome party songs.
Watch for more activities at the
Shrine Center. It’s time to
come down and have some fun
with Naja Shrine!

NajaShriners.com

Illustrious Sir. Rick Holloway and Lady Diana
dancing to the tunes of
Green Dolphin.

Mardi Gras King Cake.
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2nd Annual Quinn Ice Fishing Tournament
Left: Kids of all
ages had fun
fishing.

For the second year in a row,
the community of Quinn, just
east of Wall, SD, has hosted an
indoor ice fishing tournament.
The Old McDonald’s Brigade
(OMB) Unit has turned to this
event to help raise funds for
their unit to parade and maintain
their vehicles.

The tournament’s organizer,
Assistant Rabban Joel Stephens has all the equipment
needed and will travel to help
your unit hold this fun event in
your community.

Right: Ladies
Lesa Stephens
and Stacy
Pinny along with
Noble Scott
Pinny keeping
the tournament
rolling.

Contact Joel at 605-209-2556
for more information.

The Two Bit Bar in Quinn is the
home of the tournament and
supplied refreshments needed
for successful fishing. The OMB
supplies the food.

Left: Winners of the
Kids’ fishing tournament.

The event, which drew more
members from the community
than Shriners, is a great way for
units to raise funds, have fun,
and increase their public awareness.

Right : Nobles Mike
Ludeman and Dean
Shultz call out the
fishing tournament
with the help of
Assistant Rabban
Joel Stephens.

Pizza, Pitchers, and Puzzles event
or just Triple P because it is easier
to say.
The Triple P event was held in
Quinn SD on March 6th. Over a
hundred people packed the Two-Bit
Saloon and Bar for some unusual
fun! Seventeen teams of four found
their table and competed to win one
of the top five prizes.
Each team had to consume a large
pizza and 120 ounces of beverage
while putting together a 300-piece
puzzle. First team to complete all
three tasks won.

There were teams of all kinds!
Couples, all women, all men and
all ages. While all the puzzles had
the same number of pieces, not all
were alike. It was luck of the draw.
The event was sponsored by the
Two-Bit Saloon & Bar, Badlands
Bar, The Stompin’ Grounds, Gem
Theatre, Bottle and Vet, 73 Bar,
Little Outpost, and Treat U Boutique.

Pizza Pitchers and Puzzles - Wall, SD
By Lesa Stephens

Right: First Place Team of the
PPP. No Pitchers for some
though.

This fun event seems to be growing each time it is held. The next
time to participate will be April
3rd at the Shrine Center. Contact Lesa Stephens or Lisa
Fischer for more information.
Left: Lady Deanna Kammerer handing out the
pizza as teams get ready to compete.

Shrine—Mason
Donate Blood and Platelets

MEMBERS OF NAJA SHRINE AND ALL LODGES
GIVE TO HELP OTHERS IN OUR COMMUNITY!.

For the next opportunity contact Rick Holloway /605-415-3577) or Jeff VanCuren at 605-646-8899.
Or you can give blood anytime!! When you give, make sure you tell them you are a Shriner and use
code: R2MS4KIDS.
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Noble James Shedd Receives
His 70-Year Masonic Pin
GIVES BACK TO OUR KIDS
On February 8th, 2022, Deadwood
Golden Star Lodge #7 Brother
Logan James (Jim) Shedd was
presented his 70-year pin and
certificate at a special ceremony at
Ashlar Lodge #29 in Billings, Montana, as a courtesy for Golden Star
Lodge and the Grand Lodge of
South Dakota.

As part of the presentation, a check
of $75 is being presented to the
Naja Shrine Transportation Fund
on behalf of Jim and Deadwood
Right: Noble James (Jim) Shedd being
Golden Star Lodge #7. Jim
presented with his 70-year Masonic Pin
wanted to help out the Shrine
by MWB Bill Murphy, Grand Master of
and our patients rather than
Masons of Montana.
accept any recognition for himself.

Brother Shedd became a Mason
on May 11th, 1951 in the Deadwood Masonic Lodge. He became
a Naja Shriner on October 14,
1977. He and his wife Marilyn ran
Shedd Jewelers in Deadwood for
many years.

Thank you Brother - and Noble Jim Shedd! Your generosity and
compassion for our patients is an
inspiration.

Below: Noble Jim Shedd and his Lady
Marilyn with their family at the ceremony
in Billings, MT.

Past Grand Master of SD and Past Potentate of Naja Lowell C. Holmgren Receives
His 60-Year Masonic Pin
On Tuesday, March 15th at the
Rapid City Masonic Temple, The
Most Worshipful Grand Master of
Masons in South Dakota, Jeff VanCuren, along with the Master of

Above: Lowell with all who attended his 60-year Pin presentation.
Right: Lowell and Most Worshipful Grand Master, Jeff VanCuren, speaking at his presentation.

NajaShriners.com

Rapid City Lodge # 25, Worshipful Brother John Viessman, presented Most Worshipful Brother
Lowell Holmgren, Grand Master of
Masons in South Dakota 19971998 and member of Naja Temple
his 60 year pin. At the Presentation were four Past Grand Masters, Four Grand Lodge Officers,
The District Master, and The
Chairman of the Custodians of the
work. Three members of the Divan were also able to attend the
well attended ceremony and Illustrious Past Potentate (1994) Lowell was noticeably overcome with
gratitude. Lowell was raised to
the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason on January 16, 1962, Was
Potentate of Naja Shrine in 1994
and was Grand Master of Masons
in South Dakota in 1997-1998.
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Meet

Milena

New
Office Assistant

Hello Nobles,
My name is Milena Katharina
Allen, 26 years young, and I
started working at the Naja
Shrine Office as an Office
Assistant a few weeks ago. I’m
German and moved to South
Dakota from Germany in February 2021 to be with my husband Christopher Allen who is
stationed here at Ellsworth
AFB as a firefighter.
I worked in an office before
and have a degree as a Management Assistant for Marketing Communication.

In my free time, I like to spend
time with my goldendoodle Olive
and my Birman cat Choupette. I
also started Yoga recently which
I enjoy a lot, and my other hobbies are photography, reading,
and exploring South Dakota.
I was born and raised in Germany, and English is my second
language. So if you have any
Questions about the culture, let
me know!

~ Milena

I also worked at a Kindergarten for a year while I was in
high school for social studies. I
always wanted to work for a
nonprofit organization and it
makes me so happy that I
found that job opportunity with
the Naja Shriners.

Stop by the office, introduce
yourself to Milena, and tell her
what you do for Naja Shrine.
She would love to see you!

For the past two years, G.J.
Holsworth & Sons Lawn Service
have made a significant donation to Naja Shrine. Out of a
loving spirit for the Holiday Season and a passion for giving to
great causes, this year’s donation exceeded last year’s donation.

For the over 20 years, Dan and
Deb have decorated their home
for Christmas. “It started as a
string of lights around a window,” said Dan. “Now we probably have over 50,000 lights.”

During the February Divan
meeting at the Rapid City Shrine
Center, Dan and Deb Holsworth, owners of GJ Holsworth
and Son Lawn Service, presented the check and expressed
their appreciation for all Shriners
and what they do for children.
Their grandchild has been a
Naja patient for several years
and receives treatment at the
Shriner’s Children's Twin Cities.

Milena loves animals. She is instrumental in bringing a petting zoo and
animals to the Naja Easter Party this
year..

This next Christmas, take the
short drive to Hermosa and
their home on 122nd Street.
Look at the beautiful trees,
and when you see Dan or
Deb, let them know you are a
Shriner. Thank them for all
The property each year is a mini they do!
winter wonderland: a house,
yard and neighboring field lit
with reindeer, bows, wreaths,
animals, stars, snowmen, bells,
nativity sets and almost 175
artificial trees. It takes 10 people
up to two weeks to decorate
each year.
The donations from the community this year were $3,340.00
and the business again this year
matched the community donations, for a total donation to Naja
of $6,680.00. WOW!
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April 2022
BOLD AND ALL CAP INDICATES NAJA FUN FUNDRAISER—HELP NEEDED
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

3

4

5

Pitchers, Pizza
& Puzzles

RC Clowns Mtg Air Patrol Mtg

10

11

Wednesday

6

7

13

14

Finance/Stated
Meeting,
Deadwood

17

18

19

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

Fall River
Shrine Patrol
Mtg

Blast & Cast
T’s Mtg

12

Thursday

20

21

Old McDonald
Brigade Easter
Egg Hunt

15

16

Good Friday

Kids Easter
Party

22

23

Black Hills
Shrine Club
Hosts All
Shrine Mtg

Sip N Shop

@Shrine Ctr
24

25
Provost Meeting

NajaShriners.com

26

27
Patient Services/ DADS
Meeting

28

29

30

RAPID CITY
CIRCUS
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May 2022
BOLD AND ALL CAP INDICATES NAJA FUN FUNDRAISER—HELP NEEDED
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

RAPID CITY

RC Clowns Mtg Air Patrol Mtg

CIRCUS

Blast & Cast
T’s Mtg

8

9

12

13

14

20

21

10

Mothers Day

15

22

Fall River
Shrine Patrol
Mtg

11
Finance/Divan
Mtg

16

17

18

19

Provost Mtg

Hillbilly Clan
Mtg.

Black Hills
Shrine Club
Mtg

Naja Clown
Patrol Mtg

24

25

26

23

Cowboy Mtg
BELLE
FOURCHE
KITE FESTIVAL AND
DUCK RACES
27

28

West River
Shrine Meeting

29

30

31

BACK WHEN
THEY
BUCKED
RODEO

Memorial Day
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June 2022
BOLD AND ALL CAP INDICATES NAJA FUN FUNDRAISER—HELP NEEDED
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

7

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

Fall River
Shrine Patrol
Meeting

Naja Golf Tour- Parade
nament
Ceremonial
Ladies Event
Potentate Ball

9

10

11

PBR 50/50

PBR 50/50

17

18

5

6

Old McDonald
Brigade Mtg

RC Clowns Mtg Air Patrol Mtg
Blast N Cast
T’s Mtg

Finance/Divan
Mtg

12

13

15

16

Black Hills
Shrine Club
Meeting

Naja Clown
Patrol Meeting

14

8

ALADDIN/
SHRINE
CONCERT,
Aladdin, WY

Grand Lodge,
Pierre
Cowboy Mtg

19

20

21

22

23

Provost Mtg

26

27

LEMMON
CIRCUS

BUFFALO
CIRCUS

NajaShriners.com

28

29

24

25

WALL CIRCUS

DEADWOOD
CIRCUS

30
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The SNAP Unit is charged with bringing all the communication
within NAJA to the next level. This unit will work on The Nugget,
the NajaShriners.com site, pushing out PSA’s, updating the calendar online, keeping a current presence on social media, biweekly communication with nobles and their ladies, taking pictures at events, helping units advertise their events, and promoting Naja to the community.

Social Media
Networking Naja
Advertising

New members are welcome. This is a working group that
needs people who have experience with websites, social media,
and writing/editing articles. If you are interested or have questions about this unit, or have some ideas for information in The
Nugget, contact the SNAP Unit at

Promotion

NajaSnapUnit@gmail.com

While some of us are more tech savvy than others - Naja
Shriners are connecting through our social media sites!
Please Like and Share our Events and Stories
Facebook click here:
https://www.facebook.com/najashrine/
Instagram click here: https://www.instagram.com/najashriners/

SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL
Minneapolis, MN

Imperial Session 2022
Celebrating 150 years!
Schedule of Events
FRIDAY 7/1:

Early Registration (all day)

SATURDAY 7/2:

Registration (all day)
Competitions 8:00 am

SUNDAY 7/3:

Registration (all day)
Session Opening 2:30 pm

Please join Imperial Sir Bill
Bailey and Lady Debby Bailey
in Minneapolis! They look
forward to celebrating
the 150th anniversary of
Shriners International and
the 100th anniversary of
Shriners Hospitals for Children
with you.
Registration begins on Friday
July 1st, with Unit Competitions on July 2nd, Brewing
Competition on July 3rd, and
Parade on July 5th!

Naja has secured 25 rooms at
the Double Tree Inn next door
to the Imperial Headquarters
Hotel, as well as affordable
parking next to the hotel for
parade vehicles and trailers.
Please consider having your
Unit parade at the Imperial
Parade this year. It is rare that
Naja gets an opportunity to
parade at an Imperial Parade!
For more room information or
to reserve your room please
contact the Naja Office.

Brewfest Competition 4:00 pm
MONDAY 7/4:

Imperial Session 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

TUESDAY 7/5:

Imperial Session 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Ladies Social and Lunch 10:30 am
Imperial Parade (time TBD)

WEDNESDAY 7/6: Imperial Pote Pageant/Install 8:30 am
All Nobility Evening 6:30pm
THURSDAY 7/7:

Imperial Session 8:30 am - Noon

BOLD = All Nobles and Ladies Welcome
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United Airlines Mileage Plus Members
Do you have unused miles with United Airlines? Did you know that United Airlines
has partnered with Shriners so you can donate them to the Shriners through United
Airlines Mileage Plus Charity Miles Program? Your donation will help us provide
air travel to our patients going to the Shrine hospitals in Chicago and
Cincinnati.
You can donate a minimum of 1000 miles to Shriners by visiting
their website at

https://donate.mileageplus.com/charity/profile/shriners-hospital
or you can call 1-800-421-4655.

Memorial Gifts and Donations
Dennis and Nancy Bridenstine (2)
Teamsters Local Union No. 120

In Memory of LaVern Johnson
Suzann Bakken
Hilda Goehring Seiler

In Memory of Julie Bessler
Ron and Diane Johnson

Gordon and Shirley Fletcher
Shelli Vallis

G.J. Holsworth (Christmas Fundraiser)
Tom and Sandy Summers

Mr. and Mrs. James Swan

In Memory of Bob Jesso
Ronald Poole

Earl Koppelman (July 2021)
Charles A. Wood (Jan. 2022)
Zay Norman (Jan. 2022)
Ralph Besler (Feb. 2022)
Robert J. Jesso (Feb. 2022)
Douglas S. Johnson (March 2022)

NajaShriners.com

Deadwood Golden Star Lodge #7
(Re. James Shedd)

Dan and Merry Maguire

No better relation
than a prudent
and faithful
friend.

~Benjamin Franklin
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To these businesses who give to
Naja Shriners. Please stop by
and show your appreciation or
use their services.

509 Main, Wall, SD 729-2210

Red Rock Restaurant
& Wall Meats
600 Main, Wall, SD 279-2700

506 Glenn St, Wall, SD
605-279-2388
21
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SHOP WITH SHRINERS 2020
There are over 500 Nobles that are part of Naja Shriners. The following Nobles
either own or work for a business that provides services and/or products. When
you’re in the market, please look them up first! If you would like to have your
business or workplace listed in this section of the Nugget in the next issue—
Contact Rick Holloway at randdholloway@gmail.com.
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Shop local and support

Shop local and support your fellow Shriners. It
is more important now than ever.
Together we can weather any storm.
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